Recalcitrant psoriasis vulgaris associated with Laurence-Moon-Biedl syndrome.
We report a 30-year-old European (Ashkenazi Jewish) male with Laurence-Moon-Biedl syndrome (Bardet-Biedl type) who was hospitalized because of severe recalcitrant plaque-type psoriasis. Laurence-Moon-Biedl syndrome has been shown to be linked to the chromosome 11q region in the majority of the patients of European descent. The same 11q region had increased frequency of aberrations in the study that included cytogenetic analysis of 477 psoriatic patients. The animal model of the syndrome (mice) showed abnormalities in hair growth and epidermal differentiation. This genetic association between Laurence-Moon-Biedl syndrome and psoriasis can contribute to the understanding of the factors involved in the initiation of psoriasis and factors that modulate its severity and resistance to therapy.